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Buenos Aires, February 14, 2014

 Academic Bullshit 
A Nonfiction Story
===
Fabio Vicentini 

ABSTRACT . University graduates like physicians, lawyers and engineers can find a job in society according to what they have studied, but my schoolmates stay on in the academy for there are scarce job opportunities outside the school. At the school, they are graded by the number of papers they publish in peer-reviewed journals. This story exhibits how the maxim Publish-or-Perish compels academics to concoct projects, publish bullshit and apply for grants to enhance the curriculum vitae. The sophisticated language found in papers hides the worthless content that academics produce under duress. Academics form a fraternity which keeps a wall of silence since silence is golden when the salary depends on it. 
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Act I – Playing by the rules


Fifty years ago I received my diploma from FCEyN and later on I got a MSc and PhD from the Case Institute of Technology. Afterwards, I did not follow an academic career as would have been the case for a mathematician. Instead I entered a chemical company that manufactured Rayon, Nylon, Cellophane and Freon. They employed me as Operations Researcher, my function was that of allocating resources (raw material , labor , machinery, etc.) by applying mathematical methods (optimization, computing, and statistics techniques). I never met a single soul in Argentina who practiced my métier. 
Although my profession does not exist in practice, it does exist in the academy where they teach the subject to students of engineering and computer science. Also they do research secluded in his academic den, they publish papers, apply for research grants, travel abroad to attend conferences, and they seldom come to grips with real world problems.

For 25 years I worked for industrial concerns, confronting practical problems by means of mathematical models. After that long period I returned to FCEyN because I had lost my job during the so-called neoliberal economics implemented by the Menem administration. As soon as I stepped into the academy I was alerted on the rules of the game: 1) Publish papers and the higher the number the better 2) Submit for grants and the bigger the amount the better 3) Attend academic conferences, especially in the USA or Europe. In short, fulfill all the academic paraphernalia to aggrandize the curriculum vitae. 
I was also instructed to join a research group. The one devoted to differential equations was highly commendable because it was the most prolific writer of papers . But I did not do any of that, I was the only applied mathematician among 55 pure ones, I involved myself in teaching students the techniques that I had found useful in real life situations and took some of them as assistants in working out consulting jobs. I was expelled from the school for writing no papers. 
Act II – Bean-counting


At FCEyN the academic is graded by counting his number of publications in peer-reviewed journals. This figure is most important for the academic because if he is exceeded by another candidate by that number he could lose his post when he reports to his renovation contest. 

There are activities in the world that are clearly useful like collecting garbage or mending shoes as we perceive in most despicable and rudimentary tasks, but as we move upward upon the social scale the nature of the work becomes cloudy. It raises the question: what is the use of a researcher at FCEyN, the School of Sciences of Buenos Aires University?


Let us return to the role of the proletariat doing those repetitive and boring tasks, like adjusting a nut on the parts that pass swiftly on a conveyor belt as shown by Charlie Chaplin in the film  Modern Times . It's easy to measure the productivity of this unfortunate fellow by counting the number of pieces he adjust in a time unit . Let’s call this number productivity index (PI) . The American engineer Frederick W. Taylor calculated PI to two decimal places, and applied his discovery to design a method to control workers’ productivity known as taylorism.


In the nineties the World Bank studied the improvement of higher education in the banana republics: Latin America and the Caribbean. There arose the question of how to measure the productivity of academics. Despite the drastic difference between the repetitive operations of the manufacturing industry and the activity of a researcher the financial officers decided on bean-counting, and fixed PI = 2.00 as standard , namely they recommended as a target that researchers should publish about two papers per year.

In this report we replace PI by a robust estimate, namely the mathematical expectation of the months in between succesive publications using the following formula for RR  (Researcher Ranking)


RR = (T - YR + 1 ) . 12 / PP


Where T = current year , 

YR = year when the academic published his first paper  

PP = Number of papers he has accumulated since then. 

Notice that the lower RR, the higher the professor’s productivity.


To evaluate RR we took a sample of 24 professors at the math department of FCEyN :


	 RR
	YR
	PP
	SUBJ
	NAME

	1
	1995
	154
	diff.equat
	Rossi

	3
	1999
	48
	diff.equat
	Bonder

	3
	2001
	33
	diff.equat
	di Napoli

	3
	2001
	33
	algeb.geo
	Dickenstein

	4
	1999
	32
	diff.equat
	Pinasco

	5
	1983
	68
	nume.anal
	Duran 

	5
	2006
	11
	diff.equat
	Saintier

	5
	1998
	30
	func.anal
	Carando

	5
	2000
	25
	algeb.topo
	Miniam

	5
	1992
	41
	harm.anal
	Cabrelli

	5
	2001
	21
	diff.equat
	Groisman

	6
	2004
	13
	diff.equat
	Wolanski

	6
	2000
	20
	nume.anal
	Acosta

	7
	1999
	21
	alg.non.co
	Graña

	7
	1986
	42
	K -Theory
	Cortiñas

	7
	1990
	35
	harm.anal
	Molter

	8
	2000
	16
	comp.alge
	Jeronimo

	9
	1998
	16
	func.anal
	Lasalle

	9
	1986
	31
	hom.algeb
	Solotar

	10
	1990
	25
	comp.alge
	Krick

	12
	1996
	14
	hom.algeb
	Farinati

	13
	2005
	5
	comp.alge
	Perucci

	15
	1992
	15
	nume.anal
	Armentano

	19
	1983
	17
	alge.geom
	Cukierman


 T = 2010.5 is the year when the table was made . The first column average is 7. It means that the researcher discovers a mathematical novelty every seven months. The goodness of the RR index becomes crystal clear when we notice that Julio D. Rossi and Julian F. Bonder, champion and runner-up, were honored for pounds of papers by the National Academy of Exact, Physical and Natural Sciences ANCEFN .

I faced 70 projects as an operations researcher practitioner during 30 years and only 5 of them deserved to be communicated to my colleagues: just one job worthy of communicating every 6 years! There are two possibilities 1) I am a moron 2) My colleagues publish bullshit. In the first case this report is a piece of nonsense unworthy of being read. Otherwise, the monkey theorem applies: a monkey hitting keys at random on a typewriter keyboard for an infinite amount of time will almost surely type a given text, such as the complete works of William Shakespeare.

Incidentally let me tell you that I joined a contest in applied math after working 25 years as a mathematician in industry, but I was defeated by Julio D. Rossi, young fellow half my age, who had already published loads of papers on differential equations.
Act III – Academic prize 


When I posted my complaints that they are bullshitting, prof Julian F. Bonder called me disgusting, amoral, corrupt, nefarious, liar, thief ... I reacted when he charged me with theft. Prof Bonder claimed that I stole my school salary because I did consulting jobs for a steel-making plant instead of papers for peer-reviewed journals. I challenged him to choose the best of his 48 papers, and I shall choose my best technical report for the TECHINT holding and then let us both be compared by a committee of professors of the math dept . Bonder shirked the challenge. Then I submitted a request to dean Jorge Aliaga asking the school board to consider Bonder’s complaint  that I was a thief and his work be compared with mine. Aliaga replied informing me that Bonder had received the ANCEFN prize, but he ignored my request to compare the works. Then I selected five ANCEFN scholars: R. Cignoli , R. Duran , N. Fava and V. Yohai and A. Pignotti, and ask them to compare Bonder’s theory with my practical work, but they wouldn't touch the issue with a ten-foot pole.


Bonder publishes a paper every three months, not even Euler could have published mathematical novelties at that rate . He does not write his papers alone, his co-author is Julio D. Rossi, manager of the differential equation production factory . 

Act IV – The tree of knowledge 


The principal function of a full-time professor is basic research. Where does he get the problem from? Reading papers as inspiration to create his own paper . Let's call his  paper P1 that refers to papers P11, P12, ...  In turn P11 refers to other papers P111 , P112... , and P12 refers to other papers P121 , P122 , ... etc . This ordered structure of related papers is called a tree in graph theory . Let us call paper Pijk...z   a  leaf  if it refers to no other papers; this occurs when the paper’s author faced the problem outside of the academy, in the hostile real world.
 

Proposition: The tree so defined has no leaves.
Proof: Indeed, if you send a paper with no references to a journal it will be rejected.


I did not follow an academic career after graduation, instead I worked 15 years at du Pont de Nemours, a chemical company, and 10 years at the Techint steel-making plants. During the Menem administration I lost my job, and reentered my alma mater FCEyN as assistant professor. There I was instructed to write papers. Then I chose the best work I had done for du Pont and send it to Interfaces magazine which rejected the paper. Next I chose the best work I had done for Techint and send it the Operational Research Society journal and they also rejected my paper. Appalled, I consulted the matter with a colleague versed in manufacturing papers who informed me that my papers had been rejected because they referred to no papers.

Act V – Academic bullshitting (letter to a colleague)

Buenos Aires, June 19, 2010 
Dear Moshe:

Let me first make it clear that in our school there are no tenured positions. The actual proceedings follows. Once every seven years Prof X has to face a contest which we call concurso. What it means is that the school posts in the daily press a call for anyone who feels he is better than X in his field. Let the candidates be A and B. Then the “jury” proceeds to count the number of papers, mind you the number not the content. If X has a number of papers greater than the maximum of A and B then he can stay on for the following seven years at his job. Otherwise he might be given the sack. X’s ordeal recurs every seven years until he is either terminated, retired at 65 or die of heart failure.

Under these circumstances it is clear that making up plenty of papers is the foremost objective of the professor, hence his strategy aims at  maximizing the number of  papers. It follows that he delivers sophisticated bullshit.

Something went really wrong in the academy after I got my diploma in 1963. I don’t recall such a beastly academic policy when I was a student. What was the cause? When did it happen? Does this academic phenomenon sound familiar to you? 

In 2005 I was lecturing Combinatorial Optimization in the math dept under a contract having an almost zero stipend, I did it for fun, my students cheered me in the polls, I had applied optimization in manufacturing plants by the dozens in the past. The Computer Science chairman contrived a way to abort my contract. Why? He was displeased because I did consulting jobs for industrial concerns while he had in his department half a dozen full-time professors commited to OR paper-making. Mind you, the chairman was Hugo Scolnik an IFORS vice-president.  

Best wishes,
Fabio 

Act VI – The banishment of the offender


In 2002, I reached my retirement age, and had a contract to continue teaching. This made sense because the math dept had an applied area and I was the only mathematician with a practical background among 55 pure mathematicians. 


In April 11, 2005, I had finished my class and, back in my office, I learnt  that they had breached my contract. The committee which gave me the sack follows:


Juan Pablo Paz : Physics department  chairman
Hugo Scolnik : Computer department chairman
Irene Loiseau : Scolnik’s wife
Ursula Molter : Math department chairman
Javier Etcheverry : Math department professor
Paul Jacovkis : School dean
Jorge Aliaga : Next dean
Rubén Hallú : Rector of Buenos Aires University

The committee resolved the rescindment of the contract guided by the following logical steps:


Contradiction # 1 :
J. P. Paz asserted that I should be replaced by Mrs Scolnik because the UBA Board of Trustees resolution 4320 /05 stipulated that a contract teacher should be replaced by a regular teacher. Yes, but 4320 also provided that the replacing professor should belong to the dept. requesting the contract (math) and Mrs Scolnik belonged to the computer dept.
 
Contradiction # 2:
In view of contradiction #1 they appointed Prof. Javier Etcheverry from the math. dept . Right, but 4320 provided that the replacement had to know the stuff I was lecturing on, and Etcheverry did not know it.

Contradiction # 3:
In view of contradiction # 2 they changed my subject Combinatorial Optimization to Nonlinear Programming enabling Etcheverry to lecture the changed subject.


Contradiction # 4:
My students petitioned  I should complete the course. Then dean Jacovkis "authorized" me to continue lecturing my course for free until the year end (2005) .


Contradiction # 5:
In 2006 there were still students waiting for the final test. Then Ursula Molter 

" authorized " Professor Susana Puddu to take the exams, but my colleague did not know my stuff so I took the exams and she signed the forms.

The first parody of academic trial:
Due to the ridiculous set of contradictions #1 through #5 , I requested that dean Jacovkis should stand trial as he was the highest officer involved in my fraudulent dismissal, but the next dean Aliaga rejected my request. Then I appealed to the top dog rector Ruben Hallú who dodged the judgment urinating on article 8 of the UBA legal procedure CS217/85 .

Act VII – The theft of grants.

Having been expelled from FCEyN, I went home resigned to await death, but on June 1, 2009, sitting in front of the pc, I read a report of a mafia of scholars stealing grants from ANPCYT .

http://quebec.indymedia.org/es/node/26184 

This shook me from my slumber and started an inquiry on the mob operations at my school. In discovering corrupt acts I issued to the faculty progress reports and a final one on August 9, 2009:
    
http://www.freewebs.com/subsidios/   

Act VIII – Vicious smear campaign 

On 27/05/09 I forwarded to the faculty a report by Eduardo Saguier on suspicious grant awards. This propelled me to start an inquiry on corruption in our school. Hugo Scolnik, computer dept. chairman, led a series of public messages calling me names: 


1) Hugo Scolnik 29/05/09
Saguier has a Nazism website, and so I do not find it odd that Vicentini is a nazi himself. 

2) Roberto Etchenique 16/06/09
I wonder if the math dept considers that there is no limit to what a former employee can write using the school email account. It seems that they accept that the former employee may declare that Jews are not of his liking, but feels attracted to Jewish girls. I request the school authorities to remove his account.


3) Adolfo Wasser (Scolnik’s alias) 21/07/09
but ... if any of you lost her family in a Nazi concentration camp, then you will understand my indignation when a public university supplies a media account to a Fascist, who is directly or indirectly an accomplice in the greatest genocide of the twentieth century, and that he also displays his attraction for Jewish girls, those who were systematically raped by the nazi Wehrmacht.

4) Monica Triggiani (again Scolnik’s alias) 2/8/09
I resent the fact that a person, racist, anti-semitic and misogynistic, has been provided of  public media. I understand that a woman is director of the math. dept. I ask you, madam, “do you agree to someone who despises women?” I guess that to be a teacher one is required to have moral suitability and relevant knowledge . Apparently this person lacks both.


5 ) Cecilia Mendive 6/8/09
The repeatedly Fascist emails linked to Dr. Vicentini , claiming himself to be Nazi, among other human baseness , in an effort to overthrow a system at all costs ... The constant  and unscrupulous work of Dr. Vicentini ... The lack of seriousness in his insulting claims ... I wish to renew my repudiation to his insults and disrespect, and pray to the school authorities to take appropriate action .


6) Florencia Campetella  3/8/12 

I know people who work at Techint, and if you got fired from the firm is because what you did there did not interest anyone. You do not want to admit the fact: if you got fired is not the fault of others but because of your uselessness. So we will appreciate if you stop fucking around with your repetitive, boring  and lying emails. 
7) Luis Quesada Allue (date?) 
Prof. Allue wrote a letter attaching a series of properties to my personality: 1) senile dementia 2) drunkard 3) madman 4) academic insane 5)  delirious 6) asshole 7) paranoid 8) crackpot 9) irresponsible 10) Moony, etc. Finally he ends the tirade threatening to bring suit against the math dept. if they permit my memos from my math account.

Remark. We note that all the rants focus on insults and none of them answers the allegations of corruption mentioned in act VII. Nazi is a dirty word that has the connotation of 6MM Jews murdered by a monstrous regime. Mr Scolnik was trying to paste that image onto me to divert attention from my accusations of academic corruption. In fact Scolnik's response and those of his followers has a name in logic: 

argumentum ad hominem

Act IX - Shooting the messenger
I was thinking of an algorithm which would process  a text to strip it of grammatical litter, and render as an output the essence of what was actually meant by the author. Such a program I would call Analyzing Semantic Server ASS.


The insulting fussilade detailed in act VIII led the school board to take action in its issue Nº 2188/09 providing a finishing touch to my complete defamation. It also intimated the math dept to forbid my public messages. I fed the 2188 /09 issue into ASS which rendered the following string:


start
Given that: 

Vicentini has wronged his colleagues on race, religion or gender,
every member of the community has a say in our behavior, 
but Vicentini has defamed us using the school account fvicent@dm.uba.ar,
and Zelasco has wronged homosexuals,

our rights end where those of others begin,
Vicentini has not understood this eternal truth,
college spirit rejects verbal violence,
we cannot tolerate insults.


The Board resolves:
to repudiate the offensive expressions by Vicentini and Zelasco .
to invite the math dept to reflect on giving rostrum to Vicentini,
to invite the math dept to regulate the use of emails accounts.
end 

Act X - How to fake research (Letter sent to the dean)








Buenos Aires , July 23, 2009
Dear Julio Aliaga
Subject : How to invent a project.

I refer to 2 files


http://www.rec.uba.ar/CD % 20Programacion/htm/est02.doc      (*)
http://www.fcen.uba.ar/consdire/sesion01/15-10-01/1510-12.htm


about project UBASoft of the computer dept. for which a grant was asked by Marcelo Frías, Hugo Scolnik and Irene Loiseau . The rector awarded a u$s 100,000 grant. They promised to develop softwares for all existing, imagined and future applications of computer science, namely

- Cryptography
- Combinatorial optimization (logistics, production planning )
- Software engineering (testing, verification of real-time systems, formal methods , etc.).
- Parallel Computing ( technical parallelism , parallelization of sequential algorithms)
- Image processing ( medical images , satellite images , compression techniques )
- Computational Biology
- Data mining

I denounce that they did nothing

Sincerely
Fabio Vicentini


(*) This link was erased by the Computer Department after this letter was published .

Act XI – Grants for lab equipments

The ANPCYT agency announced in 2006 a call for subsidies for the modernization of  research laboratories equipments. All departments at FCEyN felt the need to modernize its facilities. The following table shows Chairman - Dept. - Subsidy


	Pecci Adali
	Chemistry
	2790000

	Rios de Molina 
	Chemistry
	896578

	
	 
	 

	Quenardelle Sonia 
	Geology
	2969526

	Rapalini Augusto 
	Geology
	299900

	Vilas, Juan Francisco 
	Geology
	200992

	Caselli Alberto Tomas
	Geology
	1200

	 
	 
	 

	Ponce Dawson Silvina 
	Physics
	1509000

	Bekeris Victoria 
	Physics
	800200

	 
	 
	 

	Artz Eduardo Simon 
	Physiol and Biol
	2309000

	 
	 
	 

	Busch María 
	Ecology
	1382278

	Izaguirre Irina 
	Ecology
	267000

	Poggio Lidia
	Ecology
	198931

	 
	 
	 

	Burton Gerardo 
	Org. Chemistry 
	1799000

	 
	 
	 

	Roccatagliata Daniel 
	Biodiversity
	1047171

	
	 
	 

	Molter Ursula 
	Mathematics
	627360

	 
	 
	 

	Suarez Constantino 
	Industries
	458000


Were really all the departments urged to upgrade their equipments ? We notice that 627,360 pesos were awarded for the math. lab . Which math. lab ? I am a math professor and could not imagine. I asked Chairwoman Ursula Molter but she forgot to respond.

Dear Colleague:
You get a salary, incentives for research and research grants. Why do you need so much money? My question is not tricky, I worked 25 years as a researcher in industry, and they just paid me a salary. Why do you need more than that ? I admit I'm an asshole, and when I died nothing I would have done will transcend to the future but , forgive my insolence, I think you are an asshole like me. Why so many papers, incentives and grants? In my student days nothing of this sort was heard , and my teachers are famous: Sadosky, Cotlar, Santaló, Varsavsky,...


There are well-meaning colleagues requesting grants to study the theory of categories. That's okay to the USA, because thanks to their researchers they have atomic bombs. But it is extravagant in Argentina where retired people are starving, and there are wiseasses asking a grant for window dressing, or to wander in Paris under the guise of attending a conference. 

Principio del formulario

Act XII – Tricks for making papers

As already noted the professor’s performance is measured by the number of papers he publishes (the number not the content) . This has led academics to gang up to churn out papers. The gang members parcel out the paper production so that each partner shares two papers per year on average , the standard value of the World Bank.

One way to accelerate production is to choose a topic that generates plenty of papers, a practice known as  make mileage out of it . For instance, the following papers are contributions from the physics department :

1. C. D. FOSCO, F. C. LOMBARDO, F. D. MAZZITELLI. Singular boundary interactions: regularization and Casimir effect 

2. F.C. LOMBARDO, F.D. MAZZITELLI, M. VÁQUEZ, P.I. VILLAR. Computing the Casimir energy using the point-matching method

3. C. D. FOSCO, F. C. LOMBARDO, F. D. MAZZITELLI. Derivative expansion for the boundary interaction terms in the Casimir effect: generalized $\delta$-potentials. Phys.Rev.D80:085004,2009


4. FRANCISCO D. MAZZITELLI, FERNANDO C. LOMBARDO, PAULA I. VILLAR. On the accuracy of the PFA: analogies between Casimir and electrostatic forces. Proceedings of the meeting "60 years of Casimir effect", Brasilia, 2008. Subjects: Quantum Physics


5. F.C. LOMBARDO, F.D. MAZZITELLI, P.I. VILLAR. Numerical evaluation of the Casimir interaction between cylinders. Phys. Rev. D Journal-ref: Phys.Rev.D78:085009,2008

These papers are variations of the Casimir effect.

The following example comes from the computer department :
 

1. BONOMO, F., DURÁN, G., GRIPPO, L.N., SAFE, M.D. Partial Characterizations of Circular-Arc Graphs. Journal of Graph Theory, v.61, n.4, p.289 - 306, 2009.

2. BONOMO, F., DURÁN, G., SOULIGNAC, F., SUEIRO, G. Partial characterizations of clique-perfect and coordinated graphs: superclasses of triangle-free graphs. Discrete Applied Mathematics. 2009.

3. BONOMO, F., CHUDNOVSKY, M., DURÁN, G. Partial characterizations of clique-perfect graphs II: diamond-free and Helly circular-arc graphs. Discrete Mathematics. , v.309, n.11, p.3485 - 3499, 2009.

4. BONOMO, F., DURÁN, G., SOULIGNAC, F., SUEIRO, G. Partial characterizations of coordinated graphs: line graphs and complements of forests. Mathematical methods of operations research (Heidelberg). , v.69, n.2, p.251 - 270, 2009.

5. BONOMO, F., CHUDNOVSKY, M., DURÁN, G. Partial characterizations of clique-perfect graphs I: subclasses of claw-free graphs. Discrete Applied Mathematics. , v.156, n.7, p.1058 - 1082, 2008.

These papers are variations of partial characterizations of graphs

These tricks are part of a more general pattern as shown by Ruperto Alfeñique a professor of the chemistry department. His literary career began 14 years ago and since then he has accumulated 29 papers in collaboration with the dept chairman Calvin Klein. His contributions to the science of Lavoisier obey the following scheme:
 
[1] R. Alfeñique , C. Klein. , C. Chaplin. On the transmutation of lead into gold , Part I. Journal of Alchemy of the Samoan Islands . 1995
 ...
               
 [29] R. Alfeñique , C. Klein , B. Keaton. On the transmutation of gold into gold , Part XXIX . Journal of Chemistry of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 2008
 
Rupert model features :

1) He has never made a paper by himself . His papers have three coauthors on average. His papers are the result of a gang working with the motto one for all and all for one . Papers, product of this joint effort, is allocated among the partners. Ruper’s papers have the following distribution of the number of authors
 
	 authors
	# papers

	1
	0

	2
	11

	3
	5

	4
	5

	5
	7

	6
	1

	 
	29



2) Abstracts appear to be distinct but they are the same horse with different colors . The idea is to choose topics which allow easy stretch of the dough .

3) Journals are different : If one journal rejects the paper , the paper is sent journal 2, if this rejects it too, he sends it to journal 3, etc. Since 1,2,3 , .. is a countable infinite sequence, one will end up accepting bullshit.
 
4) The number and distribution of papers that makes the group aims at each member having the standard value of 2 papers per year. The current Ruper’s score is 2.1 goals, right on target.

Act XIII - The difference between boludo and piola 


Argentine citizens are divided into two categories: piolas and boludos .

There is no definition for boludo . But if you do not get free tickets to enter a theater, you have no uncle to recommend you, you are not  a Jesuit or a Mason , you declare the IRS your true value, you keep your word even at the cost of losing , you write a paper only when you have something to say, etc . Then you are boludo .

The piolas never use plain words . The boludos sometimes

It is important to distinguish piola from intelligent. Intelligent are usually boludos too.

The piola always keeps the position he has earned , not because of his ability , but because he pretends to have it.

The one who knows is boludo. The one who succeeds without getting to know is piola


The boludo has principles. The piola has ends.

Duty is the word we find in solemn prayers by piolas when they want boludos to do it.


Argentina goes forward thanks to boludos . Boludos work, pay the money and die, but those who show that they are doing progress are piolas who do nothing, spend the money and vacation in Europe.

The boludo is in general stupid. If he were not stupid, he would have eliminated since long the piolas .

There are boludos who are smart and they would want to get rid of  piolas but he cannot  1) because he is boludo 2) because the other boludos are stupid and do not understand him.

Boludos are concerned with the problem of production and wealth. Piolas are interested in distribution .


Principio del formulario

Act XIV - The academic principle of natural selection 

Humans are distinguished from other animals because he is sapiens as he has appointed himself. He likes to feel important like a lawyer or physician who calls himself doctor, and the honorable congressman who we know to be a swindler.

We, researchers in the hard sciences, look down upon engineers because they use elementary arithmetics, and we consider  all the other professions soft because they are charlatans. But this is a pedantic attitude, the truth is that we are good-for-nothing as we can check it if we would go out looking for a job in the real world.

It is important that no one could tell that we are useless and that our fame resides in a infinitesimal set of geniuses that existed throughout history : Archimedes , Newton, Gauss , Einstein, ...


In the last 3000 years at least 11,000,000,000 human beings were born . From Homer to Freud no more than 100 geniuses lived in the history of mankind. Let us estimate the probability of running into a genius when we choose randomly a person from the current 6.5 billion inhabitants of the planet to be:

p = 100/11, 000,000,000 .
 
The math dept has 55 teachers, the likelihood of a Fermat among us is according to Bernoulli 's formula:


1 - ( 1 - p) ^ 55 = 0.000004


As we see none of us is a genius. Our primary mission would be to teach math to our pupils and wait for someday when another Alan Turing will show up. Our papers will only serve to make a bonfire to warm our hands after the Yankees had unleashed the nuclear war. In the meantime it would be decent enough for us to raise our children for a better world.

But we pretend to be what we are not. In fact, publishing rubbish will make us more important. By contrast, those who put their effort in teaching the students, which we can do, are displaced by those writing trash. The following  actual event from our dept will make the point.


Mrs Boluda has worked for more than 30 years as a professor at the math dept. Her students cheered her in the polls because she prepares her classes , writes notes on theory and practice, and attends consultations in person and by email . However, she has a flaw : she won’t dare publishing a paper unless she has something to say. For instance, she stubbornly investigated the 4 colors problem looking for a solution having no computer assistance . She has published just 3 papers and a book. This veteran teacher now has to report to her renovation contest.

On the other side, Miss Piola is young and enterprising  and has half the age of Mrs Boluda. Unlike Boluda, Miss Piola has understood, right from the start, the rules of the game. She knows that the so-called academic excellence is measured by the number of  published papers – the number not the content. So she has joined the research gang under a well-known bullshit production manager on graph theory, combinatorial optimization, operations research ... Well, no matter what the topic is, the goal is to maximize the number of papers. However, they must obey certain conditions, namely

1) It should not be the 4 colors problem because it could take 120 years.

2) The problem must be possible to be stretched , that is, it should allow the production of a whole series of baloney.

3) The paper should be coauthored by the group manager. In fact, he has chosen Miss Piola to produce a mountain of garbage on Graph Theory.


Needless to tell you, when dear Mrs Boluda reported to her renovation contest she was drowned under a shit avalanche by Miss Piola .

This is the principle of natural selection in our school: climbing, astute piolas displace demure, honest boludos. This upward trend of the smartasses has resulted in FCEyN/UBA is at the hands of a Mafia.
Principio del formulario

Act XV - The academic Mafia


When I state that a Mafia is managing FCEyN I'm summarizing in a word the accumulating evidence that I have collected over ten years watching crooks in command positions (dean, board of trustees and chairmen) commit misdeeds in collusion.


 1) My first experience on the mafia collusion was the fraudulent abortion of my contract (Act 6) . Juan Pablo Paz , Physics chairman, argued that I was to be replaced by Irene Loiseau wife of  Hugo Scolnik, Computer chairman, distorting the CS4320/05 resolution of the university board. Dean Pablo Jacovkis endorsed the fraud, then Dean Jorge Aliaga endorsed what had endorsed Jacovkis and then rector Ruben Hallu endorsed what had endorsed Aliaga. This chain of false testimonies show that the strength of the bureaucratic Mafia is not only the hierarchical position held by each crook but that they form a clique that supports and covers up the crime of his cronies.


 2) When I forwarded to the academic community the theft of subsidies, a shower of curses from high ranking officials fell on my head: Scolnik , Etchenique , Allue , Bonder, et al (Acts 6 and 7) 


3) The school board crowned the preceding tirade issueing resolution CD 2188 /09 

 (Act 8) where I am charged with insulting colleagues, I am qualified as homophobic along with Prof. Zelasco. Moreover the board intimated the math dept to shut my trap, that is, to remove my email account which allowed me to convey my complaints to the academic community .  

I note that even if I proved to my colleagues the existence of the mafia with the same precision of a Pythagorean theorem , they will ignore my claim as long as they get the end-of-the-month salary. Ethics, morality, conscience, or whatever you call the alleged ability to distinguish right from wrong is a concept subject to money . Every man has his price the saying goes, and for my colleaguess 15,000 pesos a month will do. This mass attitude ensures that the Mafiosi perpetuate in power.


Lo and behold! I sent a warning letter to the capomafia himself :










Buenos Aires , June 19, 2006

Dear Professor Aliaga :

The mafia is a secret society formed by a group of evildoers holding the power of the institution. The mafia consists of two levels: Elite partners and an outgrowth of adherents. The elite make the important decisions and the second level is a multitude of useful idiots that run by obedience .

The purpose of the mafia is to manage the institution for the enjoyment of its members and friends. The rest of the people are subject  to the regulations applied in ingenious fashion. Those parties that hinder corporate designs are neutralized by bullying or removed by fraud.

There have been elections which would have been an opportunity to get rid of the mobsters, but the suspicion remains for if the mafia is to deserve its name and fame they should know how to make a change which results in no change.


Sincerely,
Fabio Vicentini


Principio del formulario

Act XVI – Research should be kept pure

In the forties mathematician G. H. Hardy published the paper "Apology of a mathematician" where he said he had devoted his life to pure mathematics (number theory) . Hardy said that mathematics is an art or an exercise of wit like chess and its utility is the enjoyment of the spirit. Besides, he said that useful mathematics was dull. The spirit of Hardy survives in the math dept of FCEyN. However, during my stay at the FCEyN, I did not publish papers, I taught courses on techniques that had served me in practice for 30 years. Susana Puddu, Fabio Vicentini plus students working as assistants formed an operations research team doing consulting jobs for industrial concerns. What we taught in class we applied it to solve specific problems in industrial plants like the following: 

Method                

    Problem 
                  
       

Plants

Dijkstra’s Algoritm
   
    1  Slabs sequencing                  
        Sidor S.A.

Dynamic Programming
    2  Nearest Neighbor

        Siderar S.A.

Branch & Bound

    3  Vehicle Routing Problem                  ARSA S.A.

Genetic Algorithm 

    4  Cutting Stock Problem
                    Centro F.Varela  

Genetic Algorithm 

    5  Machine Scheduling

        Propulsora S.A.

On the other side pure mathematics was running in the dept of computation where a group of six professors led by Mrs Scolnik devoted to ​​operations research papers. Hugo Scolnik couldn't bear the discrepancy , and he proceeded to remove the disagreement: he eliminated the OR team by the following moves:


1) He recruited dean Pablo Jacovkis and chairman J. P. Pablo Paz to remove Vicentini from the faculty, to be replaced by his wife (act 4). 

2) He deleted the course on Combinatorial Optimization from the math curricula and replace it with his course on Nonlinear Programming (act 4)

3) He advised the EUDEBA publisher that the book "Introduction to Combinatorial Optimization" by Susana Puddu and Fabio Vicentini was full of errors, and EUDEBA did not publish the book.

4) Combinatorial Optimization vanished from the math dept, but it was taught in the dept of computation by Mrs Scolnik under the name of Algorithms 3 with the same syllabus we had used in the math dept (act 4)

Having disposed of the disrupting party, Scolnik restablished pure mathematics, namely to write papers for the enjoyment of the spìrit.

The second parody of academic trial
In view of 1), 2 ), 3 ) and 4) I requested an academic trial against Scolnik, but dean Jorge Aliaga discarded my 20 pages document with one single page form he dictated to his secretary.

Act XVII - The doctrine of predestination
 

The book with more issues in history , after the Bible, is Elements where the   propositions of geometry are derived logically from axioms . The Euclidean method has inspired many mathematicians and there was a curious attempt by Baruch Spinoza to use such methodology of exact science in ethical matters. 

I have a professional bias; in order to understand a complex reality I might use a ridiculous simplistic model. I will now use this approach to explain why corruption is frequently observed in human organizations . Despite their diversity, I claim that these social diseases have a common essence.


DEFINITION  Hijo de puta is a character who has no feeling when he lies, steals or kills if he has the assurance of impunity. This is the case when the bastard wields some power,  and this is the reason why he ambitions to climb in any organization where he happens to be.


POSTULATE I. Those who climb into power are hijos de puta . 


St. Augustine's doctrine of predestination held that God divided humanity into two categories: good people and jerks. On the other hand , some scientists hypothesize the existence of a biological substrate as an explanation , ie , bastardness is genetic. Whether you are a religious man or the scientific kind you may expect that the government of FCEyN, or the whole of Republica Argentina, is prone to the infection by motherfuckers, and when the number of these fanatics reach a critical mass the institution ends up being handled by a mafia. Power at the hands of a mafia explains inequality , wars , genocide , economic crises , drug trafficking, and many other episodes we observe with horror in the world.

POSTULATE II. The common people hides in their caves in front of the abuse of power. The bastards in government can lie, steal or crucify innocents in the eyes of the world, but the attitude of the mass is to guard their own skin . The silent majority ensures the impunity of the hijos de puta, and assures the ruling class that they do not have to take care to prevent a counterbalance to their lack of scruples

Ref : On bullshit,  Harry Frankfurt  
Principio del formulario

Bullshit means a sophisticated lie. Poor people lie for lack of education, college deceive using bullshit instead. This issue comes about because bullshit is repeated several times throughout this report. Harry Frankfurt of Princeton University distinguishes the gray zone between liars and bullshit artists. The following is a summary of his thoughts on the matter.
Lying is not the same as bullshitting
In Eric Ambler's novel Dirty Story, a character named Arthur Abdel Simpson recalls advice that he received as a child from his father:

"Never tell a lie when you can bullshit your way through it."

This presumes that there is an important difference between lying and bullshitting, and that the latter is preferable to the former.

The father did not consider bullshitting morally superior to lying. Nor that he regarded lies as less effective than bullshit.

After all, an intelligently crafted lie may do its work with unqualified success.

It may be that Simpson thought it easier to get away with bullshitting than with lying.

Or perhaps he meant that, although the risk of being caught is about the same in each case, the consequences of being caught are generally less severe for the bullshitter than for the liar.

In fact, people do tend to be more tolerant of bullshit than of lies, perhaps because we are less inclined to take the former as a personal affront. We may seek to distance ourselves from bullshit, but we are more likely to turn away from it with an impatient or irritated shrug than with the sense of violation or outrage that lies often inspire.

Telling a lie is an act with a sharp focus. It is designed to insert a particular falsehood at a specific point in a set or system of beliefs, in order to avoid the consequences of having that point occupied by the truth. This requires a degree of craftsmanship, in which the teller of the lie submits to constraints imposed by what he takes to be the truth.

The liar is inescapably concerned with truth-values. In order to invent a lie at all, he must think he knows what is true. And in order to invent an effective lie, he must design his falsehood under the guidance of that truth.

On the other hand, a person who undertakes to bullshit his way through has much more freedom. His focus is panoramic rather than particular. He does not limit himself to inserting a certain falsehood at a specific point, and thus he is not constrained by the truths surrounding that point or intersecting it. He is prepared to fake the context as well, so far as need requires.

This freedom from the constraints to which the liar must submit does not necessarily mean, of course, that his task is easier than the task of the liar. But the mode of creativity upon which it relies is less analytical and less deliberative than that which is mobilized in lying. It is more expansive and independent, with more spacious opportunities for improvisation, color, and imaginative play. This is less a matter of
craft than of art. Hence the familiar notion of the "bullshit artist."

My guess is that the recommendation offered by Arthur Simpson's father reflects the fact that he was more strongly drawn to this mode of creativity, regardless of its relative merit or effectiveness, than he was to the more austere and rigorous demands of lying.


Ref:http://www.gwinnettdailyonline.com/articleB5BD6D4417AF444DBD8F9770AA729B26.asp
