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The debates over how to characterize water, this presumably well-known if not best-known of all substances, still continue. Whereas most chemists don´t seem to care about the epistemological and ontological fundaments of their own discipline on the one hand and at the same time use a bunch of very different empirical and theoretical approaches to describe stuff on the other, philosophers and historians of chemistry take the question in the headline very serious.  

The present contribution tries to shed some light on these on-going discussions. The views of the following three philosophers will be investigated in particular: Jaap van Brakel, Joachim Schummer, and Jens Soentgen.

In addition to some results of the (primarily analytical) Is-water-H2O debate it shall be shown that the philosophical approaches discussed here seem similar in at least one point: the claim of the primacy of the scientific image in those central discourses of modern philosophy of chemistry is put aside if not rejected. That means the old empiricist claim of the primacy of observation and experience in science becomes virulent through the philosophy of chemistry.
